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demand. This outstripped the supply in every field. Meantime
Government departments increased their control over all the
printing and allied industries until book publishers were at their
wit's end.
In the spring of 1940 the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir
Kingsley Wood, declaring his inability to differentiate between
books and boots, brought matters to a head by threatening to
include books in his Purchase Tax. Sir Stanley Unwin,1 in his
capacity of President of the International Publishers' Congress,
heralded the immediate campaign of protest with the following
letter, printed in The Times on May 3, 1940:
'Emphasis has properly been placed on the fact that the tax
on purchases will not be levied on food for the body, but in
characteristically English fashion there has been no reference to
food for the mind. I hope no one will have the temerity to suggest
that it is not needed or that it is merely a luxury. The book trade
is staggering under a series of blows, of which war risks insurance
and acute paper shortage are but two. It would indeed be
ironical if it were completely knocked out by a levy on the pur-
chase of books-in effect by a tax on knowledge.
'The International Publishers' Congress has consistently stood
for the free exchange of books everywhere, and its efforts have
met with almost uniform success. It would be humiliating if
in a war for freedom of thought the sale of books in which
man's highest thoughts are enshrined should be hampered by
taxation.'
Taking up the challenge the Publishers' Association, led by
Geoffrey Faber, its President at the time, with his predecessors
in that office, G. Wren Howard, as Vice-President, and sup-
ported among others by Harold Macmillan, M.P., and David
Roy, representing the Associated Booksellers, made urgent re-
presentations to the Government departments concerned. They
pointed out that such a tax would fall with deadly effect not only
on the whole educational and intellectual life of the nation, as
well as the book trade at home, but also on the export trade in
books, which made a large contribution towards the much-needed
Creation of foreign balances and depended on the survival of the
i * Sir Stanley Unwin, who had previously received the honorary degree of LL.D. of
Aberdeen University, was knighted in 1946,